
 

Guidance for the Reuse and Extended Use of Masks 

Purpose: To provide guidance on the reuse and extended use of masks during the COVID19 pandemic. 

Background:  The Centers for Disease Control outlines guidance on the reuse and extended use of N95 and 
standard isolations masks.  There is no way to determine the maximum possible number of reuses or duration of 
extended use for a mask; however, it is reasonable to consider that they can be used until they no longer fit 
properly, become damaged, or become soiled.   

Reuse vs Extended Use:   

Reuse – refers to the practice of using the same mask for multiple patient encounters but removing it after each 
encounter 

Extended Use – refers to the practice of using the same mask for multiple patient encounters without removing 
the mask between patients 

When can masks be reused? 

Procedure masks can be reused for multiple procedures as long as there is no visible contamination of the mask 
with blood or other body fluids and the integrity is not compromised.   

Regular Isolation masks should not be reused between patients as they are typically used for droplet spread 
infections and the outside of the mask may become contaminated.  Taking the mask off and storing it for future 
use may increase risk of self inoculation by the wearer.  For this reason, re-use of these masks is not currently 
recommended.  If these must be reused due to lack of supply, the following should be followed: 

• HCW should leave patient care area if they need to remove the facemask 
• Facemask should be carefully folded so that the outer surface is held inward and against itself to reduce 

contact with the outer surface during storage.    
• The folded mask can be stored between uses in a clean sealable paper bag or breathable container. 

N95 masks can be reused for airborne infections such as tuberculosis and for other situations when a regular 
isolation mask is worn over the N95 to protect it from contamination.   The mask should be stored in a 
breathable paper bag between uses.   N95 masks should not be reused in the following: 

• After an aerosol generating procedure (i.e. intubation) unless a regular isolation mask is worn over the 
N95 

• After wearing in the room of a patient on contact and or droplet precautions unless a regular isolation 
mask is worn over the N95 

• If the mask no longer creates a good fit for the wearer 
• If contaminated with blood, respiratory or nasal secretions or other bodily fluids from patients 

When can I wear a mask for extended use? 

Extended use of masks can be done when there is a need to see multiple patients quickly, such as in triage 
locations or a designated “isolation ward”.  In this setting, the mask is not removed between patients and the 
wearer must not touch the mask at any time.  The duration of extended use is generally dependent on hygienic 
concerns or practical considerations (e.g. the need for bathroom breaks) rather than a pre-determined number 
of hours. 
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